
 
 

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 
We will shortly be entering Federal Income 
Tax season. There is senior tax assistance 
provided at the Marshall Center at 1009 E 
McLoughlin Blvd, Vancouver, WA. Starting on 
February 1, 2020 on Tuesdays and Fridays 
from 12 to 4 pm on a first come first served 
basis. Starting March 1, 2020 the AARP Tax 
Aide Group will be providing appointments at 
the Marshall Center. If you need help and 
assistance you can call 360 690-4996 to set 
up an appointment, If you live in the Battle 
Ground or Camas area, check with their 
senior centers for tax assistance programs, 
dates and times. 

Mike 

SERVICE OFFICER AND WEBINARS 

In the past, I recommended that the best way 
to report a death is by calling 1-888-767-6738 
number at OPM.  Many members had 
problems using the toll free 1-888 number. To 
get a call through one needed to call early in 
the morning due to the difference in time 
zones and there were always long waits due 
to the high volume of calls. It is very 
frustrating. 

I have since learned the best way is to use 
the Internet. By using the Internet OPM will 
respond faster and it is more accurate. If you 
choose to use the Internet to contact OPM 
just put "Report a Death OPM" in your 
search section on your computer. It will take 
you to the correct place at OPM's website 
where you can fill out the form. The beauty of 
this is one doesn't needs to have a password 
to get into the OPM's site and any family 
member can do it. The reporting person still 
must have our CSA number which I know you 
all have on your NARFE Form F100, "Be 
Prepared for Life's Events" and it's 
available in a safe place for your loved one to 
access.  Good luck. 

WEBINARS 

Take a look at the latest webinar which is 
about “Long-Term Care Insurance – Lower 
Risk to Cover Future Care”. 

Charlie 

DUES WITHHOLDING  
Retirees can save money for NARFE and 
themselves by signing up to pay their dues by 
Dues Withholding. If you switch to Dues 
Withholding, your National Dues will be $34 
per year plus Vancouver Chapter dues of 
$10.00 per year. This will save you $6.00 per 
year and also save NARFE some money 
because they will not have to send you a 
couple of billings each year.  

Dues withholding forms are available in the 
NARFE Magazine or from the NARFE 
Website www.narfe.org. Make sure that you 
include the $10 for your chapter dues. 

PROGRAM 
The primary theme of your programs until 
our summer break will primarily be centered 
on gardening.   

This month our speaker will be Vione 
Graham, Master Gardener, from WSU 
County Extension. She will be talking to us 
about the role of mason bees in pollination, 
their life cycle and habits and how we can 
protect these valuable creatures. This talk 
goes well with our planned program 
in May on bees in our area by the Xerces 
Society.  

For March I'm working with the Washington 
State Noxious Weed Control Board to have 
someone talk to us about noxious weeds 
invading our area and what we can do to 
remove it. 

Please come at noon and take this 
opportunity to mingle with fellow Federal 
active and retired employees and their 
significant others. The meeting starts at 
12:45 PM and there is no cost to attend. 

Charlie 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
 Feb. 4 11:00 AM Chapter Board            VAL 

 Feb. 4   Noon Chapter Meeting              VAL 

      Meetings are at Vancouver American Legion     

ELECTION 2020 
It seems like election 2016 never ended and 
now it’s time for the 2020 election. In my 
lifetime I can’t remember so many political 
rallies going on continuously for the first 
three years of any presidency. I can’t believe 
the huge amount of money being donated to 
so many candidates or an incumbent 
president. I fear that our political leaders are 
been bought rather than elected. Remember 
this quote by the Greek philosopher, 
Plutarch from the first century AD. 

“The abuse of buying and selling votes crept in 
and money began to play an important part in 

determining elections. Later on, this process of 
corruption spread to the law courts, and then to 

the army, and finally the Republic was 
subjected to the rule of emperors.”  

                                          --Plutarch 

 Dave 
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Vancouver Chapter Meeting 
Tuesday, February 4, 2019 

The Role Of Bees in Pollination 
Vione Graham 

Vancouver American Legion 
4607 St. James Road 

Lunch at 12:00     Program at 12:45 PM      



KELSO/LONGVIEW  
Chapter 1070 Kelso-
Longview will meet at 
Teri’s Restaurant 3225 
Ocean Beach Highway on 
February 5th at 11:30 AM. 
Hope we see each of you 
then. 

How many of you have 
used the NARFE web site 
to view the many webinars 
they now have on the site? 
If you have not yet taken 
advantage of these 
learning tools you should. 
Just log onto the NARFE 
site, www.narfe.org, then 
log into your account.  The 
easiest way to look at all 

the titles is to type “webinars” in the search box on the 
upper left of the screen.  A list appears showing 
archived, advocacy and in-house presentations.  You 
really can learn a lot and the best part is you move at 
your own speed as well as viewing at any time of day. 
Please share with me what you learn and how you liked 
the information.                                                        Auti                                                                        

HELP RE-ENERGIZE NARFE 
Winter has finally arrived. The temperatures are below 
40 degrees with snow and ice threatening the 
valley.  But, glimpsing the nearby mountains covered in 
fresh fallen snow gives my heart a boost because that is 
water for our rivers and streams next Summer. We are 
fortunate to live in a place where water is one of the 
main energy drivers. Energy requires fuel and, without it, 
nothing moves. Energy is also needed for governments 
and organizations. Voters provide the energy for our 
system of government – democracy is threatened when 
people fail to vote. Participation by members provides 
the energy for organizations. 

Like many other organizations, NARFE membership is 
dropping, along with its energy - membership is the 
fuel that helps NARFE protect our federal benefits. 
Membership is only one way to support NARFE - 
participation is even better. We need your help and, 
even more important, your participation to remain a 
viable organization. Right now, we need a chapter 
secretary, and in the next few years we will need new 
people to step up for President, Vice President, and 
Treasurer for both the chapter and for the federation. 

In 2021, NARFE celebrates 100 years of service 
representing federal employees to the nation’s decision-
makers, helping to maintain and improve federal 
benefits. As the local chapters in U.S. Congressional 
District 3, NARFE Chapter’s 131 and 1070 represents 
your voice to Washington State legislators and US 
Representatives and Senators. Please consider 
attending our meetings, participating in Chapter 
leadership roles, and help us take NARFE into its 
second century.                                                     Linda 

LEGISLATIVE CORNER 

The Impeachment hearings will be taking up most of the 
TV and news time for the foreseeable future. Please 
keep track of the legislative activities in Congress 
affecting active and retired federal employees by 
accessing the NARFE Daily News Clips or the National 
NARFE Website.  

The Washington State Democratic and Republican 
primary will be March 10, 2020 so you will receive your 
primary ballot in late February. This vote will determine 
the number of delegate votes per candidate for the 
District Caucuses and State Conventions. This will also 
begin the process to elect delegates for the State and 
National Conventions. 

Mike 

THE FUTURE OF CHAPTERS 
Last month I tried to explain the dilemma that we have 
with the loss of chapter members, especially the huge 
loss caused by making chapter membership optional. 
The loss of members reduces are influence in numbers 
and revenue. It also reduces the pool of people willing to 
volunteer to help lead the local and state organization 
into the future. Here’s more information on our 
membership situation. 

Vancouver Chapter had about 750 members when I 
joined NARFE about 25 years ago. That number has 
slowly decreased until we had about 500 members in 
2015.  Today, after only 4 years of optional chapter 
membership, we only have 248 chapter members. It’s 
interesting that the membership report from NARFE HQ 
shows that we also have 226 national members in our 
area. These may account for most of our recently lost 
members. Some chapter members (120) have made a 
commitment to NARFE Chapter membership by signing 
up for Dues Withholding or Life Membership. The other 
128 members have to rely on paying yearly.   

We need chapters because our Senators and 
Representatives live here and only people that live here 
in U.S. Congressional District 3 and Washington State 
get to vote on their Representatives performance. When 
we write letters, call them or visit their office, they will 
ignore us if we are not registered to vote here. One letter 
opposing legislation that they are ready to vote on is 
powerful, 10 letters are more powerful and 25 letters will 
get their attention. We need several members willing to 
visit the Representative and/or their staff once a year 
and work toward getting to know them. We need several 
members to write letters to our Senators and 
Representative.  

We need to recruit more members to make up for the 
50% loss of income we need to operate the chapter. You 
can help by inviting your friends who worked with you to 
join NARFE. The present officers will do their best to 
reduce expenditures. 

Dave 

 

 

   

 

 

Chapter 1070 meets at 
11:30 AM on the 1st Wed. of 

the month. 

Chapter 1070 Officers 
Co-Presidents 
Tena Hedges 
360-425-4833 

jaxbox@kalama.com 
 

Marne Berry 
360-430-4710 

maeneberry@comcast.net 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Legislative Chair 

Autie Bergman 
360-636-3988 

auti.b99@comcast.net 


