
 
 

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 
I hope that all of our members and their 
families are remaining healthy and safe under 
the COVID 19 Pandemic. As Washington 
slowly reopens some businesses, it is still 
important that we do everything in our power 
to continue to follow the medical safety 
guidelines for your protection. As a state we 
will have the opportunity to measure the 
success of the reopening stages across the 
country as Washington state and the Portland 
area are moving cautiously in the early stages 
of reopening the economy.  

Mike 

NARFE-PAC 
Please, if you haven't already given to 
NARFE-PAC, do so by filling out the donation 
form in our NARFE magazine.  So far, 41 of 
our chapter members have given.  I know 
more of you have been thinking about 
donating to NARFE-PAC but haven't. NOW is 
the time!  

Remember, membership fees can’t be 
used for NARFE-PAC. 

SERVICE OFFICER 

If you are like me, the Coronavirus outbreak 
has had me spending most of my time at 
home. I've been spending time gardening, 
reading, watching far too much TV and 
finding old projects to do. I still have time on 
my hands. In other words, I'm bored.  

One of the things I've done to occupy my time 
is to revisit NARFE's webpage. If you haven't 
visited the "Legislation" section lately, I 
recommend you do so. Of particular interest 
is the " Legislative Action Center".  It is 
here that you will find a listing of NARFE's 
current issues. If you click on any one of 
NARFE's issues you will find pre-written 
letters you can send to your legislators. There 
is also room in these letters to add your own 
personal touch. You can also tweet or call 
your legislators on the issue. (I've never 
tweeted but maybe I should learn).   

As you know from my past articles, I like 
NARFE's webinars.  On May 14th, NARFE 
had a webinar called "GPO and WEP" 
Understanding the Evil Twins". The 
Government Pension Offset (GPO) and the 
Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) has 
always been one of my pet peeves.  If this is 
one of your pet peeves, go to the Legislative 
section and fire off a letter to your legislators.  

Charlie 

LEGISLATIVE CORNER 
I would request that all of our members give 
a special "Thank You" to our hospitals, 
doctors, nurses, medical technicians, 
firefighters and EMTs that have been 
protecting us during this troubling time. I 
would like to express a "Special Thanks" to 
all of the federal employees who have been 
working on site or at home insuring that our 
government continues to provide all of the 
essential services that are their 
responsibility.  

-The staffs at our Veterans Administration, 
Internal Revenue Service, Treasury 
Department and Small Business 
Administration who are working to get vital 
funding assistance to the millions of citizens 
who so desperately need this congressional 
approved funding.  
-The Center for Disease Control and the 
associated health agencies fighting to 
protect our citizens from the pandemic.  
-The Bonneville Power Administration with 
fellow agencies manning our power grids, 
US Health Service medical professionals, 
Social Security and the hundred of other 
federal agencies that have kept America 
functioning in this dramatic time.  

While generally going unnoticed, without the 
fanfare of the medical community, the work 
and programs that federal employees are 
entrusted to do in these troubled times 
becomes even more critically necessary. We 
should all take pride and congratulate our 
fellow government men and women for the 
excellent work they are doing on behalf of 
our nation. Thanks for all that you do!  

Mike 

DUES WITHHOLDING  
Retirees can save money for NARFE and 
themselves by signing up to pay their dues 
by Dues Withholding. If you switch to Dues 
Withholding, your National Dues will be $34 
per year plus Vancouver Chapter dues of 
$10.00 per year. This will save you $6.00 per 
year and also save NARFE money because 
they will not have to send you a couple of 
billings each year.  

Dues withholding forms are available in the 
NARFE Magazine or from the NARFE 
Website, www.narfe.org. Make sure that you 
include the $10 for your chapter dues. 

Dave 
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Vancouver Chapter Meeting 
CANCELLED 

Until the government lifts the ban 
on meetings of more than 10 

people all meetings are cancelled. 
 

Vancouver American Legion 
4607 St. James Road 

Closed 



KELSO/LONGVIE
Chapter 1070 Kelso-
Longview will not be 
meeting until the Governor 
reopens the state.  If you 
need help, please contact 
one of the chapter officers 
listed in the box to the left. 
We will probably still be 
required to stay at home for 
several more weeks. 

If you are receiving this 
newsletter and have a 
computer, please consider 
signing up for the electronic 
version of the newsletter in 
the future. Also, let me 
know if you are away for 
more than a month. 

Editor  

PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK 
Public Service Recognition Week is celebrated the first 
week of May since 1985 (beginning on the first Sunday   
of the month) to honor the men and women who serve 
our nation as federal, state, county and local government 
employees. This year PSRW was celebrated May 3 – 9.   

A THANK YOU TO FEDERAL WORKERS 

“I've got a simple message for all the dedicated and 
patriotic federal workers who have either worked 
without pay, or who have been forced off the job 

without pay for these last few weeks. Including most 
of my own staff. Thank you. Thanks for your service. 
Welcome back. What you do is important. It matters. 

You defend our country overseas, you deliver benefits 
to our troops who earned them when they come 

home, you guard our borders, you protect our civil 
rights, you help businesses grow and gain footholds 
in overseas markets. You protect the air we breathe, 
and the water our children drink, and you push the 
boundaries of science and space, and you guide 

hundreds of thousands of people each day through 
the glories of this country. Thank you. What you do is 

important, and don't let anybody else tell you 
different.” 

- Barack Obama 
 
 

 

MORE ABOUT PUBLIC SERVICE AND THE 
CORONAVITUS 
Public employees at every level keep the wheels of 
government turning and deserve respect and recognition 
of their efforts. If you get the Columbian newspaper, look 
at the Letters to the Editor for May 12, 2020 to read 
about appreciating our public servants during Public 
Service Recognition Week. 

As I write this, today is the 57th day of Washington 
State’s coronavirus /COVID-19 quarantine. The 
coronavirus has separated the doers from the doubters. 
The doers are following the restrictions and placing the 
value of human lives above that of the economy, which 
has taken many hits historically, and has rebounded 
from each downturn to do better than before. Our 
economy is resilient. The doubters are placing the value 
of the economy above the value of human lives, 
demanding an immediate end to the quarantine, no 
masks, no social distancing, and return to business as 
usual. Which one is the right course? I don’t know.  I do 
know that I respect the science and the medical 
professionals who tell us that we are not ready to return 
to anything like normal yet. I am a doer – I want long and 
prosperous lives for my family, friends, and neighbors, 
even if it means my retirement investments take a 
significant hit – I will recover. Some of the COVID-19 
patients don’t make it – there is no recovery from the 
loss of a loved one. I am grateful to be alive and well and 
hope that all of you remain well, too.  

Linda 

2020 WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s events are currently moving 
forward as planned. The Vancouver Walk is scheduled 
for August 29 at Esther Short Park. Updates will be 
provided in the months leading up to the event as CDC 
guidelines and recommendations evolve. The chapter 
has not made a commitment to participate at this time. 
The September newsletter will follow up on what’s 
happening. 

Dave 
NARFE FEDcon20 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, NARFE is 
announcing today that FEDcon20, scheduled for August 
30 through September 1 at the Westin Kierland Resort in 
Scottsdale, AZ, has been cancelled. 

We have successfully negotiated an arrangement where 
we will be able to host FedCon22 at the Westin Kierland 
in Scottsdale, AZ, August 19-24, 2020. 

NARFE Executive Director

 

Chapter 1070 meets at 
11:30 AM on the 1st Wed. of 

the month. 
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