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Executive Board meetings are held from noon to 
2:00PM at the Westside Improvement Club the 
Wednesday prior to general meetings.  Members 
are welcome to join us. (Currently, meetings are 
“held” via emails.) 
 

UPCOMING WEBSITE CONTENT 
 

 

* April... ………..Construction on Riddell Road 
 Behind Wilco Farm Store 
 

* May……………………………..To Be Determined 
 

NOTE: WATCH YOUR NEWSLETTERS FOR 
NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS RESTARTING. 
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼ 
 

PRESIDENT 
Bill Powers 

 

The NARFE website has an approximately four 
minute centennial video available that reviews all 
NARFE’s accomplishments and changes over the 
last one hundred years. It is short, concise, and 
worth review. Enjoy. (Editor’s note:  I could only find 
the video via a link sent in an email.)  
https://new.narfe.org/centennial/narfe-centennial-
video-1921-2021/ 
 
NARFE's LEGcon21 conference with members of the 
117th Congress will be virtual this year. It will be held 
June 21-23 to coincide with the centennial 
celebration the evening of 21 June. Registration for 
both events will be open in early April on NARFE's 
website. Any virtual attendance costs will be 
reimbursed by our Washington State Federation up 

to $250. Virtual meetings with legislators will be on 
23 June.  (Editor’s note:  Instructions for obtaining 
your reimbursement will be included in the May 
newsletter.) 
 
WSF President/National Legislative Chair Steve Roy 
and I have obtained a Zoom meeting with our 
6th  Congressional District Representative, 
Congressman Kilmer. This request was actually 
instigated by Congressman Kilmer when he met with 
one of our NARFE lobbyists, John Hatton. The 
Zoom meeting is scheduled for 6 April at 2:30pm.  
Bea Bull will send out the meeting link in a NARFE 
Email System (NES) message. 
 
When we have an in-person meeting we will have a 
few different centennial items available for review 
and possibly order if enough interest is shown. One 
is a NARFE license plate holder and another is a 
NARFE cloth shopping bag. 
 
One of the "Bill Tracker" issues is GPO/WEP which 
has been reintroduced to the House of 
Representatives as H.R.82. Congressman Kilmer is 
now a co-sponsor. If you contact his office about this 
issue, thank him for his co-sponsorship.  Cont. pg. 2 
 

 

MOVING?  SNOWBIRDS? 
Even if it’s from one apartment to another in the 
same building or complex, please contact Ralph 
Sanders at 360-275-9793 to update your mailing 
address!!!  The Post Office charges a fee for 
returned newsletters.  THANK YOU!! 

 

General Meeting Date & Time:   April 9, 2020  1:00PM 

 
Meeting Place:   Membership Meetings Canceled Until COVID-19 Restrictions are Lifted 
 
Program:   Visit the District IV Website for Additional Information about the Riddell 

Road Apartment Complex 

 
NARFE is recognized as the association devoted exclusively to serving and protecting the earned entitlements, rights and benefits of 

all federal retirees, employees and survivor. 
 



 

President cont.  President Biden's "American 
Rescue Plan" for $1.9 trillion is a restructure of our 
country's    social safety net. This is much more than 
COVID-19 relief checks! This money covers child 
poverty, aid to state and local governments, 
education, unemployment, and health care 
including COVID-19 vaccine distribution costs. I 
think this package went a little too far to the left and 
will be inflationary; we are already seeing interest 
rates rise. 
 
There have been a few articles in our local newspaper 
this past month about the Gorst bottleneck. I 
mentioned a $335 million fix a couple months ago. 
Another proposal is a half-billion dollar elevated 
highway through Gorst. There is now a "Gorst 
Coalition" working to hire a consultant to lobby for 
funding this Gorst fix. This would be a good topic for 
a guest speaker at a future in-person chapter 
meeting. 
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Steve Ferguson 

 

Steve Ferguson here, 
 

The following is the end of last month’s article from 
me regarding H.R.82: 
 
I contacted Congressman Kilmer’s office in late 
January on this item.  I received a response that he 
would cosponsor the bill but his name does not 
appear as a cosponsor at the time of this writing.  A 
few more constituents contacting his office can’t 
hurt.  One contact option is to use the NARFE 
Legislative Action Center (LAC).  Go to narfe.org, 
hover over the “Advocacy” tab, click on “Take 
Action”, and scroll down to the box containing this 
piece of legislation.  The LAC guides you through the 
process.   Remember, we have strength in numbers.  
I hope, with your help, to be able to tell you in next 
month’s newsletter that he is a cosponsor. 
 
I am interested in seeing how many of our 471 
members who reside in Congressional District 6 
contact Congressman Kilmer’s office in regard to 
H.R. 82. 
 
Reporting back as promised, four of us contacted 
Congressman Kilmer’s office concerning H.R. 82; he 
has since co-sponsored H.R. 82.  Thank you! 
 
The following information came from 
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF
10203 concerning how many Social Security 
recipients receive reductions to their benefits thanks 
to GPO: 

“In December 2020, 716,662 Social Security 
beneficiaries, or about 1% of all beneficiaries, had 
their benefits reduced by the GPO. Of those directly 
affected by the GPO, 53% were spouses and 47% 
were widow(er)s. The GPO affected 16% of all spouse 
beneficiaries and 9% of all widow(er) beneficiaries. 
About 71% of all GPO-affected beneficiaries had 
their benefits fully offset and about 29% had their 
benefits partially offset.” 
 
I was unable to find the combined loss of benefits for 
the 716,662 Social Security beneficiaries but it has to 
be a staggering number.  If I arbitrarily assign a 
value of $200/month as the AVERAGE benefit 
reduction, that equates to a $143.3 million/month 
aggregate income loss or a $1.72 billion/year income 
loss.  This does not include the 1.9 million retirees 
affected by WEP. 
 
Steve Roy is the WSF President and National 
Legislative Chair; he asks that we contact our 
representatives and senators to request support for 
H.R. 392 and S. 561 the Federal Adjustment of 
Income Rates Act (FAIR).  Both bills call for a 3.2 
percent employee pay increase.  I just contacted 
Congressman Kilmer’s office and both of our 
senators on this matter using the Legislative Action 
Center (LAC) on the NARFE website.  
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Ralph Sanders 

 

What I would like to write about this month is, 
“Membership Renewals.” This information is a part 
of the Member Records Manual, realizing that the 
manual is under review and may be changed.  
 
“NARFE uses a two renewal notice system. 
 
“ The first renewal notice is mailed two months prior 
to the member’s expiration date.” (Renewal date is 
the last day of the renewal month.) “This notice 
includes: (1) a renewal portion, to be returned with a 
check for the dues indicated; (2) a pre-addressed 
return envelope to use when sending in the renewal 
payment. 
 
“A second renewal notice is mailed one month after 
the expiration date and includes a renewal portion 
and a pre-addressed return envelope.” 
 
IF YOU ARE AN ANNUAL DUES MEMBER AND 
NOT RECEIVING THESE NOTICES, PLEASE 
CONTACT ME.                                              Cont. Pg. 3 
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Membership cont.  If you are tired of paying your 
dues on an annual basis, there are options: Start 
paying for multiple years; start dues withholding 
monthly (annuitants only); go to “My Membership” 
on the  NARFE website and enable auto pay; or buy 
a lifetime membership. 
 
Now for the membership report. There were no 
members dropped for non-renewal in March. Three 
members, Charles Crawford, Ann Palmer and 
Howard Ruscin, will be dropped in April if they have 
not paid their dues. The following members were 
deceased in March: John Eversoll, Thomas Hess, 
Colin Nash and Edward Reinhardt. Our condolences 
to their families. 
 
Two members reinstated their membership this 
month: Evangeline Mayton and Anthony Roozen. 
Twenty-three members renewed their membership 
for next year. We had a land slide of twelve 
Prospective Members join our chapter this month: 
Anthony Bernett, Patricia Blackwood, Marleen 
Boardway, Donald Cox, Dickson Dorr, Scott 
Johnson, Charles McQuillan, Catherine Sergeson, 
Jeff Shelly, Robert Weigel, John White and Rey 
Zaragoza. Thank you for joining us; we hope to start 
our General Membership meetings soon. Watch 
your newsletter for that announcement. 
 
If you have questions regarding NARFE or 
Bremerton Chapter 181, please contact any one of 
our board members listed on the back of this 
newsletter. We will not have a meeting in April so 
please call or email any of us at any time.      
 

SECRETARY 
Bea Bull 

 

For the April insert we have a plat map for the 
Riddell Road Apartments and information about 
LEGcon21 and the Centennial Celebration.  For 
easier-to-see drawings for the Riddell Road project 
and additional information, please visit the District 
IV website. 
 

Your Executive Board plans to meet in person on 14 
April; we will also conduct a two-year audit on that 
date.  We are one step closer to resuming in-person 
membership meetings. 
 

2021 AARP Tax Aide Sites 
 

Appointments for taxpayers living in Washington 
can be requested by calling 888-687-2277 and 
leaving a voicemail. Assistance may also be 
requested through the AARP Foundation Tax-Aide 
website (www.aarpfoundation.org/taxaide) 

HELP WANTED 
 

TREASURER and MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
 

Your Executive Board needs your help!!  We will 
train you for one of these positions.  Please contact 
any Ex. Bd. member to apply. 
 

TREASURER 
Rex Tauscher 

 

Our income for February was ($72.21)* with 
expenditures of $432.29. Our total Net Worth as of 
28 February was $36,858.50. A detailed Treasurer’s 
report is available via email. 
 

*Income is negative because: February dues were 
not received until March; and the bond fund 
decreased in value. 
  

ALZHEIMER’S (ALZ) 
Lois Barber 

 

The balance in the Alzheimer’s account as of 27 
March 2021 is $104.74. 
 
To make a tax deductible donation to the 
NARFE Alzheimer’s Research fund: 
 

o Make checks payable to “NARFE Alzheimer’s 
Research” (NARFE is the key word and is required!). 

o If you use the NARFE magazine contribution form, 
include “Chapter 181” on the form.  The correct mailing 
address is Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. Michigan 
Ave., 17th Floor, Chicago, IL. 60601-7633. 

o If you mail it to NARFE headquarters staff, it may not 
get credited to our Chapter. 

 
 

During this Stay-at-Home time, checks may 
be mailed directly to the WSF Alzheimer’s 
Chair: 
 

Lorie Bennett 
4310 S. Kingwood Street 
Kennewick, WA 99337-5706 

 
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 

Amber VanSantford 
 

Sympathy cards were sent to the families of George 
Gillies, Edward M. Reinhardt, and Sarann E. 
Walker; to Steve Ferguson in the loss of his mother; 
and to former Bremerton Mayor, Patty Lent, in the 
loss of her husband, Harold. 
 

If you know of a chapter member in need of a little 
sunshine, please contact me at 360-871-4439 so I 
can get a card out to them. 
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PRESIDENT 
Bill Powers  360-377-7917 
powersw@silverlink.net 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Ralph Sanders 
 
SECRETARY 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bea Bull 
 
TREASURER 
Rex Tauscher 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE CHAIR 
Steve Ferguson 
 
NARFE-PAC CHAIR 
Lanny Ross 
 
SERGEANT AT ARMS 
William Fuhrmeister 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Myra Clodius 
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
UNTIL DECEMBER 2021 
Steve Ferguson 
 

Amber VanSantford 

 
UNTIL DECEMBER  2022 
Lanny Ross 
 

Ralph Petersen 
 

 

District III VP 
Bea Bull  360-286-7798 
tbkbull@gmail.com 
 

Region IX VP 
Linda Silverio 503-391-2963 
l.l.silverio.narfe@gmail.com 
 
SERVICE OFFICER 
Vacant 
Contact Ralph Angulo 
District IV Service Officer 
360-452-6542 
ralphangulo@yahoo.com 
Include the words “NARFE District IV 
Service Officer” in the SUBJECT line 
 
WSF SERVICE OFFICER 
Charles Caughlan 
360-693-0435 
csquare@pacifier.com 
 
SENIOR INFORMATION & 
ASSISTANCE 
360-337-5700 OR 1-800-562-6418 
 
 
OFFICE OF PERSONNEL 
MANAGEMENT (OPM) 
Phone:  1-888-767-6738 
 
Hours of operation: 
7:30AM – 7:45PM ET with best time to 
reach someone being 6:30PM – 7:30PM 
or at 7:30AM. 
 
Mailing Address: 
  Office of Personnel Management 
  Retirement Operations Center 
  P.O. Box 45 
  Boyers, PA 16017 

NARFE DISTRICT IV WEBSITE 
Webmaster – Bea Bull 
www.narfewadistiv.org 
 
NARFE STATE WEBSITE 
www.narfewa.org 
 
NARFE NATIONAL WEBSITE 
www.narfe.org 
 

LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE 
877-217-8234 
 
ADD YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS 
800-456-8410 

 

 
 
OUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Senator Patty Murray 
950 Pacific Avenue #650 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
Tacoma Phone Number 253-572-3636 
D.C. Phone Number 202-224-2621 
www.murray.senate.gov 
 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
915 – 2nd Avenue, Suite 3206 
Seattle, WA 98174 
Seattle Phone Number 206-220-6400 
D.C. Phone Number 202-224-3441 
www.cantwell.senate.gov 
 
Congressman Derek Kilmer 
345 – 6th Street, Suite 500 
Bremerton, WA 98337 
Bremerton Phone Number 360-373-9725 
D.C. Phone Number 202-225-5916 
http://kilmer.house.gov 

 
 
 



Riddell Road Apartments 
Casey + DeChant Architects, LLC 

Architecture and Planning 

Riddell Road is shown on the right edge of the map. Visualize standing on Almira Drive 
looking toward Wheaton Way. 
323 units (134 1 bd/1 bath; 151 2 bd/2 bath; 38 studio). 
596 parking (371 open stalls; 162 carports; 37 garages; 26 disabled w/5 van stalls. 
Amenities in circle expanded on next page. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Thank you to Jennifer Hayes, Executive Assistant to the Mayor, 
City of Bremerton Mayor’s Office; and Garrett Jackson, Senior 
Planner, City of Bremerton. 

 

NARFE is partnering with virtual event experts to bring you 
both events through a specialized digital platform. The dates 
for the conference and centennial celebration have not 
changed, with LEGcon21 taking place June 21-23 and the 
centennial event to be held on the evening of June 21. 
  
Registration for both events will open in early April. You can 
sign up to be notified when registration opens by going to 
narfe.org, hovering over the “News & Events” tab and 
clicking on “Events”.  Select the “Get Notified About 2021 
Events” and fill out the form. 
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