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Executive Board meetings are held from noon to 
2:00PM at the Westside Improvement Club the 
Wednesday prior to general meetings.  Members 
are welcome to join us. (Currently, meetings are 
“held” via emails.) 
 

UPCOMING WEBSITE CONTENT 
 

* January…….…...….. Fieldstone Communities 
 

* February............. County Assessor Phil Cook 
 
 

NOTE: WATCH YOUR NEWSLETTERS FOR 
NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS RESTARTING. 
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼ 
 

PRESIDENT 
Bill Powers 

 

We started out 2020 with a membership 
presentation concerning the census. We should find 
out the census results this month and whether it will 
include just US citizens or, as the constitution 
mandates, all the citizens. We will also find out if 
Washington State continues with ten congressional 
representatives in the House of Representatives. 
 

In February we discussed trade negotiations with 
China. This topic will continue later this year. China 
respects strength, both militarily and economically, 
so the new administration will have to stay strong. 
 

In March we discussed the public debt which has 
done nothing but go up since then. As much as the 
public doesn't like confronting this problem, it will 
be an issue again this year. 
 

In April and May we discussed the coronavirus, its 
impact on families, the economy, and 
unemployment. Now we are waiting for a second 
stimulus package from Congress. See Steve 
Ferguson's Legislative Report for the latest 
information on this package. 
 

In June and September we discussed changes in 
NARFE. We have a new Region IX VP, Linda 
Silverio; National dues increased $8.00 per year to 
$48.00; state and National summer meetings were 
canceled; our state District IV now includes 
southwest Washington and changed to District III. 
The state did away with two districts. By the way, 
2021 will mark NARFE's 100th anniversary! We also 
have a certificate from National for Myra Clodius, 
our Chaplain and official centenarian (100 years 
old), that we will present when public meetings are 
again allowed. 
 

In October we discussed deferred Social Security tax 
which will have to be paid back this year. We also 
discussed NARFE website and data collection 
changes. This is still being ironed out to resolve local 
and regional updates and details. 
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MOVING?  SNOWBIRDS? 
Even if it’s from one apartment to another in the 
same building or complex, please contact Ralph 
Sanders at 360-275-9793 to update your mailing 
address!!!  The Post Office charges a fee for 
returned newsletters.  THANK YOU!! 
 

 

General Meeting Date & Time:   April 9, 2020  1:00PM 

 
Meeting Place:   Membership Meetings Canceled Until COVID-19 Restrictions are Lifted 
 
Program:   Visit the District IV Website for Information and a Video about Fieldstone 

Communities 

 
NARFE is recognized as the association devoted exclusively to serving and protecting the earned entitlements, rights and benefits of 

all federal retirees, employees and survivor. 
 



 

President cont. 
 

In November we discussed open season for health 
care but we had to cancel our annual 'Health Care 
Fair' and our 'Holiday Luncheon' due to COVID-19 
restrictions. We also discussed the second stimulus 
package negotiations in Congress due to our flagging 
economy. 
 

For December we discussed what a bummer 2020 
has been as well as the proposed closure of Olympia 
Chapter 236. They are voting this month on the 
subject. We did get some good news in December: 
OPM will retain its nonpartisan independence and 
the stock market, which looks six months ahead, hit 
an all-time high. 
 

For this month we do have another issue confronting 
the country, 'cyber-security'. It appears that our 
computer systems have been infiltrated by a Russian 
virus when American programs received updates for 
their software systems. I'm sure we will be hearing a 
lot more about this in the coming months. 
 

You can view the chapter newsletter archives plus 
much more at our website, narfewadistiv.org.  
Mouse over the “Chapter Pages” tab and select 
“Bremerton” for the past year’s issues or “Newsletter 
Archives” for previous year’s issues.  We also post 
the NARFE magazine on the site so you can easily 
look at an issue you no longer have.  Mouse over the 
“Links” tab and select “Publications”. 
 

I hope you had a Merry Christmas and that the new 
year brings us the ability to meet again in person, 
hopefully in the spring. Ciao! 
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Steve Ferguson 

 

Steve Ferguson here, 
 

The House and Senate both passed the National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) by wide 
margins:  335 yea to 78 nay in the House and 84 yea 
to 13 nay in the Senate.  Those initial numbers are 
veto-proof because they represent more than two-
thirds approval in both chambers.  The President 
just vetoed the NDAA at the time of this writing.  A 
new vote will yield different results that may not 
override the veto.  The President’s main objection to 
the NDAA is its failure to repeal “Section 230” (of the 
Communications Decency Act).  Section 230 shields 
big tech companies from liability for content created 
by users.  Google, Facebook and Twitter are under 
fire for manipulating content for political purposes. 
 

The House and Senate both passed a COVID-19 
Relief Bill that calls for $600 payments to 

individuals.  It will be interesting to see what 
happens next.  It still has to be signed into law by the 
President and he has expressed reluctance to do so.  
The President says $2,000 individual payments are 
more appropriate considering the amount of non-
coronavirus spending included in the bill. The 
President has the option of a “pocket veto”, in other 
words, doing nothing with it.  The bill expires when 
the new Congress is sworn in on January 3rd (or the 
4th since the 3rd is on a Sunday). 
 

On a final matter, you can find the “Executive Order 
(EO) on Creating Schedule F in the Excepted 
Service” on the www.whitehouse.gov website.  It was 
issued on 21 October 2020.  To simplify the EO, it 
creates a category of federal employee that can be 
fired, shall we say, at-will.  President Andrew 
Jackson created a spoils system for federal 
employment.  That lasted until President Garfield 
was assassinated in 1881 by an unhappy campaign 
worker who was not awarded a government job.  The 
Pendleton Act of 1883 was introduced to require 
competitive exams for government positions and 
stop the spoils system.  The Pendleton Act also 
created the United States Civil Service Commission 
to enforce this new merit system.  The Lloyd-La 
Follette Act was passed in 1912 to protect federal 
employees from unfair removal.  Needless to say, 
NARFE strongly opposes this EO because it reverses 
longstanding employee protections. 
 

Bea Bull contacted Congressman Kilmer’s office on 
this matter and received an informative response.  In 
an email the congressman states, “Ultimately, I 
share your concerns that this Executive Order would 
allow federal agencies to reclassify a wide range of 
non-partisan, civil positions so that employees can 
be fired at the President’s discretion. It’s simply not 
right. These jobs should not be subject to the whims 
of politics – or politicians.   
 

“With that in mind, I’m proud to co-sponsor the 
Saving Civil Service Act (H.R.8687), which would 
reverse this Executive Order. Please know that 
moving forward, I will continue to push for the 
reversal of this effort and will fight to protect the 
rights of workers.”  It is comforting to know our 
Congressman “has the backs” of federal employees 
and retirees. 
 

2021 AARP Tax Aide 
 

Your editor will be in contact with Doug Stauner 
regarding the 2021 AARP Tax Aide site information.  
As this goes to print, there is no information on how 
COVID-19 will impact this service. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
Ralph Sanders 

 

I want to talk about “Grass Roots Lobbying” for my 
topic of the day. How long has it been since you 
contacted any one of your three Congressional 
Representatives? Have you ever contacted them? If 
not, now is a good time to start. Whether you think 
they are doing a good job or a bad job, they need to 
hear from you. You are fortunate to be living in 
today’s world. The “NARFE Bill Tracker” is in the 
monthly magazine and a good place to find topics, 
information, and legislation. If you are online, it is 
even easier. Log  into the NARFE.org web page and 
find Departments, Advocacy, NARFE Legislative 
Center and follow directions. If you want a primer on 
lobbying, click on “Grass Roots”. If you do not like a 
computer, call a young person. 
 

Now for the membership report. These three 
members were dropped in December for non-
renewal: Stuart Arns, Donald Claeys and Richard 
Stoker. The following two members, Joe Abo and 
Carol Murfitt, will be dropped in January if they 
have not paid their dues. These members will be 
dropped in February if they have not paid their dues:  
Bonnie Gardner, Richard Noonan, Charles Ryan, 
Terry Warring and E. Willeford. The following 
members were deceased in December:  Kaare 
Jacobsen and Harold Johnson; our condolences to 
their families. 
 

On the positive side we have one new member:  Paul 
Whittaker. We also have four new prospective 
members: Richard Francis, Raymond Moody, 
Maureen O’Gara and Patricia Whittaker. I do not see 
our meetings starting this month, so feel free to 
contact us. 
 

If you have questions regarding NARFE or 
Bremerton Chapter 181, please contact any one of 
our board members listed on the back of this 
newsletter. Because we will not have a meeting in 
January, please call or email at any time. 
 

SECRETARY 
Bea Bull 

 

For January we have information about the 
Fieldstone Communities facility being built in 
Silverdale across from The Trails shopping center.  
An architectural rendering is included in this 
month’s insert and additional information is 
available on the District IV website. 
 

FYI:  The website name will remain the same even 
though we will now be District III; changing the 
name of a website gets complicated. 

NARFE MAGAZINE 
 

You will only receive ten issues of NARFE magazine 
in 2021.  January and February will be combined 
and arrive in mid-January.  June and July will be 
combined and arrive at the beginning of June. 
 

TREASURER 
Rex Tauscher 

 

Our income for November was $1,835.99 with 
expenditures of $187.53. Our total Net Worth as of 
30 November was $37,121.71; this includes postal 
service accounts for bulk mailing and return mail. A 
detailed Treasurer’s report is available via email. 
 

The Executive Board approved the 2021 Preliminary 
Budget at its December meeting. 
 

ALZHEIMER’S (ALZ) 
Lois Barber 

 

The balance in the Alzheimer’s account as of 26 
December 2020 is $90.74. 
 
To make a tax deductible donation to the 
NARFE Alzheimer’s Research fund: 
 

o Make checks payable to “NARFE Alzheimer’s 
Research” (NARFE is the key word and is required!). 

o If you use the NARFE magazine contribution form, 
include “Chapter 181” on the form.  The correct mailing 
address is Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. Michigan 
Ave., 17th Floor, Chicago, IL. 60601-7633. 

o If you mail it to NARFE headquarters staff, it may not 
get credited to our Chapter. 

 

During this Stay-at-Home time, checks may 
be mailed directly to the WSF Alzheimer’s 
Chair: 
 

Lorie Bennett 
4310 S. Kingwood Street 
Kennewick, WA 99337-5706 

 
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 

Amber VanSantford 
 

Sympathy cards were sent to the families of Kaare P. 
Jacobson and Harold S. Johnson, and to Richard 
Litscher in the death of his wife.  A “speedy recovery” 
card was sent to DeAnna Gossett and a “thank you” 
card was sent to Rich Wilson for his years of service 
as our Region IX Vice President. 
 

If you know of a chapter member in need of a little 
sunshine, please contact me at 360-871-4439 so I 
can get a card out to them. 
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PRESIDENT 
Bill Powers  360-377-7917 
powersw@silverlink.net 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Ralph Sanders 
 
SECRETARY 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bea Bull 
 
TREASURER 
Rex Tauscher 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE CHAIR 
Steve Ferguson 
 
NARFE-PAC CHAIR 
Lanny Ross 
 
SERGEANT AT ARMS 
William Fuhrmeister 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Myra Clodius 
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
UNTIL DECEMBER 2021 
Steve Ferguson 
 

Amber VanSantford 

 
UNTIL DECEMBER  2022 
Lanny Ross 
 

Ralph Petersen 
 

 

District IV VP 
Bea Bull  360-286-7798 
tbkbull@gmail.com 
 

Region IX VP 
Richard Wilson 425-736-6899 
narfe1404@comcast.net 
 
SERVICE OFFICER 
Vacant 
Contact Ralph Angulo 
District IV Service Officer 
360-452-6542 
ralphangulo@yahoo.com 
Include the words “NARFE District IV 
Service Officer” in the SUBJECT line 
 
WSF SERVICE OFFICER 
Charles Caughlan 
360-693-0435 
csquare@pacifier.com 
 
SENIOR INFORMATION & 
ASSISTANCE 
360-337-5700 OR 1-800-562-6418 
 
 
OFFICE OF PERSONNEL 
MANAGEMENT (OPM) 
Phone:  1-888-767-6738 
 
Hours of operation: 
7:30AM – 7:45PM ET with best time to 
reach someone being 6:30PM – 7:30PM 
or at 7:30AM. 
 
Mailing Address: 
  Office of Personnel Management 
  Retirement Operations Center 
  P.O. Box 45 
  Boyers, PA 16017 

NARFE DISTRICT IV WEBSITE 
Webmaster – Bea Bull 
www.narfewadistiv.org 
 
NARFE STATE WEBSITE 
www.narfewa.org 
 
NARFE NATIONAL WEBSITE 
www.narfe.org 
 

LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE 
877-217-8234 
 
ADD YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS 
800-456-8410 

 

 
 
OUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Senator Patty Murray 
950 Pacific Avenue #650 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
Tacoma Phone Number 253-572-3636 
D.C. Phone Number 202-224-2621 
www.murray.senate.gov 
 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
915 – 2nd Avenue, Suite 3206 
Seattle, WA 98174 
Seattle Phone Number 206-220-6400 
D.C. Phone Number 202-224-3441 
www.cantwell.senate.gov 
 
Congressman Derek Kilmer 
345 – 6th Street, Suite 500 
Bremerton, WA 98337 
Bremerton Phone Number 360-373-9725 
D.C. Phone Number 202-225-5916 
http://kilmer.house.gov 

 
 
 



 
Introducing Fieldstone Communities in Silverdale across from The Trails.  The Assisted Living/ 
Independent Community is still in construction and will be completed in Summer 2021. There 
will be another Independent Living community on the campus and that will be completed in 
January of 2022.   Above is a rendition of the site showing the 3 communities on the campus. 
NARFE Chapter 181 does not endorse this facility; we are merely providing information on community development. 
 
 

RITE AID IS ENCOURAGED TO SHARE THAT 
A SECOND COVID-19 VACCINATION HAS RECEIVED FDA APPROVAL 

 

The FDA has now authorized two COVID-19 vaccines for emergency use. Pfizer’s vaccine 
was approved on December 11th and Moderna’s vaccine was approved on December 
18th. Both vaccines help your body fight COVID-19. 
 
The Pfizer vaccine is 95% effective following two doses 
The Moderna vaccine is 94.1% effective following two doses 
 

WHEN WILL VACCINES BE AVAILABLE? 
 

Distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine will occur in two phases. During the first phase, 
the federal government is allocating vaccines to the states with a focus on immunizing 
healthcare workers and the most vulnerable members of our population. During this 
phase, the vaccine is not available to the general public at any pharmacy retailers, 
including Rite Aid. 
 
As an official COVID-19 Vaccination Program Provider through our partnership with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), vaccines will be available at Rite Aid 
during the second phase. We hope to move into the second phase of distribution in the 
spring of 2021. 
 



 

Bremerton NARFE Chapter 181 extends a heart-felt thank you to 
Rich Wilson for his years at our Region IX Vice President.  He will 
be resuming his former position as President of the East Lake 
Washington Chapter 1404 as well as serving as the Federation 
Membership Co-Chair with Nancy Crosby. 
 

 
 

 

Taking over the position of Region IX V.P. is Linda Silverio, 
former Oregon Federation President, and a member of the Salem 
chapter.  We look forward to working with her. 

 
 

2021 NARFE-FEEA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 
The 2021 NARFE-FEEA Scholarship Program is open to high school seniors only.  
Applicants must be children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren of NARFE 
members.  The deadline to apply is 25 March 2021.  To apply, visit www.feea.org/our-
programs/scholarships/.  Or, go to the District IV website at www.narfewadistiv.org, 
mouse over the “NARFE Programs” tab and select “Scholarship”.  
 
 

OFFERING A FRIENDLY VOICE 
Volunteers give hope and help to the socially isolated 

AARP The Magazine, November 2020 
 
For Many whose social isolation has been deepened by the COVID-19 pandemic, little is 
more nourishing than sharing time with someone warm and trustworthy on the other end 
of the phone. 
 
AARP’s Friendly Voice program was set up to break through the wall of loneliness made 
more formidable by social distancing. 
 
HOW IT WORKS 

1. Volunteers recruited from across the country agree to call those who have signed 
up to hear from someone. 

2. Those seeking a call reach out to AARP’s program through this link: 
aarp.org/friendlyvoice. 

3. The call requests go on a roster that the volunteers use when making their calls.  
Those reached who are having a crisis are steered to appropriate help. 

 
Editor’s Note: I was hoping to find information on how to become an AARP Friendly 
Voice since it’s a really nice way to volunteer right now; however, I couldn’t find anything. 
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