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Executive Board meetings are held from noon to 
2:00PM at the Westside Improvement Club the 
Wednesday prior to general meetings.  Members 
are welcome to join us. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

* Chapter Meeting…….….….….. September 14th 
 

* Chapter Meeting........................ October 12th 
 

* Chapter Meeting…..............….. November 9th 
 

* Chapter Meeting..................... December 14th 
 
 

NOTE: WATCH YOUR NEWSLETTERS FOR 
NOTIFICATION OF CANCELED MEETINGS. 
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼ 
 

PRESIDENT 
Bill Powers 

 

As the Stay-At-Home order for "The Great 
Lockdown" is slowly being lifted, we are still having 
cancellations. We have canceled our local June 
membership meeting and FEDcon20, NARFE's 
premier training conference at the end of August, is 
canceled. Mark your calendar for 14 September, our 
first membership meeting after the summer break. 
For that meeting, Myra Clodius, our Chaplain, will 
be an official centenarian. Her birthday is 8 August. 
 

The August narfe magazine will have the ballot for 
our Region IX Vice President. Both Linda Silverio, 
Oregon Federation President through May 2020, 
and Richard Wilson, current Region IX V.P., are 
seeking election/re-election respectively for this 
position. They both attended and gave a candidate 
speech at our March General Membership meeting. 

Their candidate statements are also in the March 
narfe magazine. 
 

You will also be voting on an eight dollar ($8.00) 
yearly dues increase. In 2021, NARFE will mark its 
centennial anniversary. Going along with that, 
NARFE has added value to membership, reshaped 
perception of the federal worker, and had a 
significant positive impact on legislation that affects 
the federal community in recent years. See last 
month's "Legislative Update" article in our 
newsletter for NARFE's latest victory. Going along 
with this, we have reached a point where we need to 
pay a little more to fulfill our mission, therefore a 
dues increase. 
 

In closing, those of you invested in the Thrift Savings 
Plan's (TSP) 'I Fund' (International Stock Fund) 
need to consider current implications of the COVID-
19 pandemic. The TSP board recently decided to 
broaden its index to include emerging-market 
countries and China. This has become an issue with 
the military establishment and members of 
Congress. Why are we investing in the People's 
Republic of China under the misrule of the Chinese 
Communist Party? People want to have a diversified 
portfolio including international stocks in their TSP 
but they won't have a choice but to have some of 
their money invested in Chinese companies. 
 

MOVING?  SNOWBIRDS? 
Even if it’s from one apartment to another in the 
same building or complex, please contact Ralph 
Sanders at 360-275-9793 to update your mailing 
address!!!  The Post Office charges a fee for 
returned newsletters.  THANK YOU!! 

 

General Meeting Date & Time:   March 9, 2020  1:00PM 

 

Meeting Place:   MEETING CANCELED TO COMPLY WITH STATE 
  COVID-19 STAY-AT-HOME MANDATE 
 

Program:    
    

NARFE is recognized as the association devoted exclusively to serving and protecting the earned entitlements, rights and benefits of 

all federal retirees, employees and survivor. 
 



 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Steve Ferguson 

 

Steve Ferguson here, 
 

The federal budget deficit is projected to increase by 
a whopping $3.8 trillion this year. How is fiscal year 
2021 shaping up?  It is looking like another $2.1 
trillion will be added to the national debt. 
 

Fiscal year 2021 estimated federal government 
revenue is $3.86 trillion.  I don’t think that number 
has factored in the current situation revenue losses. 
Congress has passed “authorization laws” over the 
years, resulting in what is called mandatory 
spending. It really is mandatory and takes 
precedence over any other spending. Social Security 
is the largest spending category and will require 
$1.151 trillion to fund.  I would like to note that only 
79 percent of the earned benefits will be paid 
beginning in 2034 unless Congress raises payroll 
taxes 2.2 percent now (just as one solution). 
 

Medicare is the next largest spending category 
weighing in at $722 billion. Next up is Medicaid and 
it is projected to cost $448 billion. “All other” 
mandatory spending combines for $645 billion.  
That would be programs like food stamps and 
housing assistance. In total, mandatory spending is 
projected to be $2.966 trillion for fiscal year 2021.  
That leaves $894 billion to spend before borrowing 
commences.  I forgot to subtract $378 billion for 
interest on the debt leaving $516 billion for 
“discretionary” spending.  Military spending will be 
about $740 billion as authorized by H.R. 6395. 
 

Bottom line is this: The pressure to attack our pay 
and benefits will be greater than ever. We have to all 
pull together to protect our earned pay and 
benefits. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Ralph Sanders 

 

This will be our last newsletter until September. You 
may think that this is a vacation for your Executive 
Board, but it is not. We will be working just as hard 
looking out for Chapter interests. Many of the things 
we usually do in the summer, parades, meetings and 
other events were canceled by the COVID-19. On the 
brighter side, the remaining Port Orchard members 
have been transferred into the Bremerton Chapter. 
This will take away some of our frustration, such as 
keeping track of members on whom we did not have 
current data. Also, our National data base has 
started issuing reports that will keep us much better 
informed. All of this coming together will make our 
lives a little less stressful.  
 

Have a great summer and stay safe. Hopefully, 
September will allow us to have face-to-face 
meetings and bring us back to a more normal life. 
 

Now for the membership report. The following 
members, with dues past due since February, will be 
dropped in June: Betty Fischer and Lois Yuhl. One 
member with dues due in January, Frank Lee, was 
dropped in May for non-payment of dues. 
 

On the positive side, we have four New Prospective 
Members: Diane Levang, Michael Norris, Francis 
Richardson and Charles Walters. We hope that you 
will join NARFE and take advantage of the many 
things membership has to offer. Two members have 
reinstated their membership: Carol Murfitt and 
Diana Tait Dudder. Thank you for reinstating your 
membership and welcome to the Bremerton 
Chapter. 
 

If you have questions regarding NARFE or 
Bremerton Chapter 181, please contact any one of 
our board members listed on the back of this 
newsletter. Because we will not have a meeting until 
September, please call or e mail at any time. See you 
in September.     
 
Editor’s Note: As mentioned in the President’s 
article, we will be voting to approve an $8.00 
increase to National dues. To save money, you may 
wish to become a National Life Member before the 
increase goes into effect in 2021. Bremerton Chapter 
181 offers Chapter Life Membership to those who are 
National Life Members. Below is the actuarial table 
used to determine how much you would pay for 
Chapter Life Membership.  Please contact Ralph 
Sanders to sign up. 
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SECRETARY 
Bea Bull 

 

As noted in the President’s article, FEDcon2020 has 
been canceled; the 2022 conference will be held in 
Scottsdale, AZ. 
 

The June and July issues of narfe magazine will be 
combined into one. 
 

NOTE the changes to contact information on the 
back page: Bill Fuhrmeister, Chapter Sergeant-at-
Arms has a new phone number and I added the 
contact information for the WSF Service Officer, 
Charles Caughlan. 
 

Upcoming Programs and Events 
 

 
June 

In lieu of an in-person “Meet the Candidates, 6th 
Congressional District” event, I have requested 
videos from the candidates that I can post on the 
EVENTS page of the District IV website at 
www.narfewadistiv.org. They should be available for 
you to view by 10 June 2020. 
 

Another item of interest on the website are two 
FEHB webinars that I posted on the EVENTS page: 
One is for new employees; the other is a pre-
retirement webinar. Please pass this information to 
anyone you think might benefit. These webinars are 
available through September.  
 

August 
August is NARFE Grass Roots Advocacy Month; 
remember to contact your congressional 
representatives about concerns and to thank them 
for their hard work and accomplishments. 
 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s still plans to hold their 
Bremerton WALK on 28 August.  I have established 
our NARFE Chapter 181 team and will post a link on 
the District IV website so members can sign up 
and/or make a donation. Look for the 2020 
Bremerton Walk to End Alzheimer’s page. 
 

14 September/12 October 
Presuming we can resume in-person meetings, we will 
invite the two final candidates for the 6th Congressional 
District to speak; COVID-19 restrictions and the 
candidates’ schedules will determine which meeting 
they will attend. 
 

9 November 
Again, presuming we can hold in-person meetings, 
we will host the FEHB Plan reps; doors will open at 
10:00am. 

THE NARFE NATIONAL OFFICE  IS 
CLOSED UNTIL 11 JUNE 2020 

 

 
REMEMBER: It’s time again to log into your OPM, 
TSP and Social Security accounts to keep your 
passwords up-to-date. 
 

TREASURER 
Rex Tauscher 

 

Our income for April was $832.83 with expenditures 
of $0.00.  Our net worth as of 30 April was 
$34,652.68.  A detailed Treasurer’s report for May 
2020 will be available at our June Executive Board 
meeting (or request a copy via email). 
 

ALZHEIMER’S (ALZ) 
Lois Barber 

 

The balance in the Alzheimer’s account as of 23 May 
2020 is $5.74. 
 

Member Lorraine Brockerman will receive a 
Certificate of Recognition from the Alzheimer’s 
Association for her faithful donations at every 
meeting. WSF President, Steve Roy, extends his 
congratulations and thanks. 
 

To make a tax deductible donation to the 
NARFE Alzheimer’s Research fund: 
 

o Make checks payable to “NARFE Alzheimer’s 
Research” (NARFE is the key word and is required!). 

o If you use the NARFE magazine contribution form, 
include “Chapter 181” on the form.  The correct mailing 
address is Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. Michigan 
Ave., 17th Floor, Chicago, IL. 60601-7633. 

o If you mail it to NARFE headquarters staff, it may not 
get credited to our Chapter. 

 

During this Stay-at-Home time, checks may be 
mailed directly to the WSF Alzheimer’s Chair, Lorie 
Bennett, at 4310 S. Kingwood Street 
Kennewick, WA 99337-5706. 
 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 
Amber VanSantford 

 

Sympathy cards were sent to the families of Richard 
N. Aduddell, James R. Bradwell and Ralph Greer.  A 
Sympathy card was sent to Myra Clodius in the loss 
of her son; donations may be made to the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness of Kitsap, P.O. Box 2345, 
Bremerton, WA 98310. 
 

If you know of a chapter member in need of a little 
sunshine, please contact me at 360-871-4439 so I 
can get a card out to them. 
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PRESIDENT 
Bill Powers  360-377-7917 
powersw@silverlink.net 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Ralph Sanders 
 
SECRETARY 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Bea Bull 
 
TREASURER 
Rex Tauscher 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE CHAIR 
Steve Ferguson 
 
NARFE-PAC CHAIR 
Lanny Ross 
 
SERGEANT AT ARMS 
William Fuhrmeister 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Myra Clodius 
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
UNTIL DECEMBER  2020 
Lanny Ross 
 

Ralph Petersen 
 
UNTIL DECEMBER 2021 
Steve Ferguson 
 

Amber VanSantford 

 

 

District IV VP 
Bea Bull  360-286-7798 
tbkbull@gmail.com 
 

Region IX VP 
Richard Wilson 425-736-6899 
narfe1404@comcast.net 
 
SERVICE OFFICER 
Vacant 
Contact Ralph Angulo 
District IV Service Officer 
360-452-6542 
ralphangulo@yahoo.com 
Include the words “NARFE District IV 
Service Officer” in the SUBJECT line 
 
WSF SERVICE OFFICER 
Charles Caughlan 
360-693-0435 
csquare@pacifier.com 
 
SENIOR INFORMATION & 
ASSISTANCE 
360-337-5700 OR 1-800-562-6418 
 
 
OFFICE OF PERSONNEL 
MANAGEMENT (OPM) 
Phone:  1-888-767-6738 
 
Hours of operation: 
7:30AM – 7:45PM ET with best time to 
reach someone being 6:30PM – 7:30PM 
or at 7:30AM. 
 
Mailing Address: 
  Office of Personnel Management 
  Retirement Operations Center 
  P.O. Box 45 
  Boyers, PA 16017 

NARFE DISTRICT IV WEBSITE 
Webmaster – Bea Bull 
www.narfewadistiv.org 
 
NARFE STATE WEBSITE 
www.narfewa.org 
 
NARFE NATIONAL WEBSITE 
www.narfe.org 
 

LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE 
877-217-8234 
 
ADD YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS 
800-456-8410 

 

 
 
OUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Senator Patty Murray 
950 Pacific Avenue #650 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
Tacoma Phone Number 253-572-3636 
D.C. Phone Number 202-224-2621 
www.murray.senate.gov 
 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
915 – 2nd Avenue, Suite 3206 
Seattle, WA 98174 
Seattle Phone Number 206-220-6400 
D.C. Phone Number 202-224-3441 
www.cantwell.senate.gov 
 
Congressman Derek Kilmer 
345 – 6th Street, Suite 500 
Bremerton, WA 98337 
Bremerton Phone Number 360-373-9725 
D.C. Phone Number 202-225-5916 
http://kilmer.house.gov 

 
 
 


