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Changes Due To COVID-19 
Pandemic: 
The Chapter’s, monthly in-person 
meetings on the third Wednesday of each 
month have been replaced by a virtual 
meeting of our attendees until further 
notice.   
From the Vice President: 
I guess you can never hear enough 
about masks.  What is a mask... 
 
Ok then.  The campaign is over and while 
there is, on the horizon, a vaccine, by the 
time it is approved, manufactured and 
distributed, we are talking, April, May?  And 
that is for preliminary special case 
distribution only.  There is no talk presently 
about full scale general population 
distribution.  Are we talking then about 
summer or fall of 2021? 
 
And now Sweden has surrendered on the 
whole herd immunity program and is 
suffering the greatest second wave 
caseload.  In all of Europe as a result of 
even toying with such a notion, their 
apparent infection rate seems to be about 
20 percent while ours, considered worst in 
the world, is only between 4-5 percent. 
 
So, what do we do? The only tools we have 
until the vaccine becomes a reality are as 
follows: 
 
1.  Wash and sanitize your hands often; 
2. Social distance by allowing 6 or more feet 
between each other; 

3. Don't gather in large groups, particularly 
in unventilated spaces; and 
4. Wear a face mask which covers your 
mouth and nose properly. Masks have 
proven to be the most effective single thing 
we can do to protect ourselves and each 
other. 
 
Look, considering our current case load 
coupled with our current transmission rate, 
we are currently experiencing 1 million new 
infections per week attended by 10-12 
thousand deaths per week and accelerating. 
 
If we continue down this path, without 
mitigation, we are on pace to half a million 
deaths by January 2021.  That is 9 weeks 
away.   
 
If we used all four of our available tools, we 
could cut the rate of infections by 80-90 
percent.  Using masks alone would 
decrease transmission by about 60-75 
percent. 
 
So, you decide, but do the rest of us a 
favor.  Don't think about your personal 
interests or rights as part of the 
computation. 
 
Try and enjoy your holidays. 

              ***Jim Carr, Vice President 

The deadline for the February/ 
March Newsletter is Friday, 
January 22! 
Treasurer’s Report:                    
I will sure miss our annual holiday 
luncheon and auction for Alzheimer’s 



 
 

that we enjoy during our December 
meeting.  And, of course, we always have 
homemade holiday goodies for dessert.  I 
want to remind everyone that you can still 
send a donation for Alzheimer’s to me and I 
will send all donations into our state 
contact.  Send to Linda Cline, 1322 
Paradise Rd., Ferndale, WA 98248.  Thanks 
in advance. 
 
I decided to give our mail carrier a gift 
certificate for all of the items we have been 
ordering on Amazon.  I hope he doesn't get 
tired of us. 
 
Well, I am trying to stay away from 
mentioning Covid, but urge everyone to 
keep our front-line workers, especially our 
doctors and nurses, in your thoughts 
throughout this holiday season. 
 
May you and yours be safe and try to find 
some new traditions to share with loved 
ones. 
                           ***Linda Cline, Treasurer 

Secretary’s Report 
Since it looks like we will be meeting by 
zoom for some time to come, I have a 
thought to share with you about our annual 
Christmas celebration and our donations to 
the Alzheimer’s association. Please think 
about sending in a check to our treasurer, 
Linda Cline, for your donation that you 
would have spent on a gift, plus 
the amount you might have spent on an 
auction gift for Alzheimer’s.   
Linda will forward these donations in the 
name of NARFE, Chapter 0193, as 
described above. 
                               ***Pat Rudd, Secretary 

Membership Report 
I hope everyone enjoys the holiday 
spirits as we go through the new 
restrictions.  I continue to hope that all will 
stay safe and healthy as you follow your 
safety precautions.  
 
During this reporting period, two members 
were dropped from our rolls.  However, five 
members have renewed their 

memberships.   Our chapter continues to 
send reminder notices to encourage the 
members to renew their memberships. 
 
Wishing all a safe and happy Thanksgiving 
and a Merry Christmas. 
                     .*** Katherine Williams, Chair  

Our Chapter Needs You!  
Elections for chapter officers will take place 
during the December meeting.  Volunteers 
are needed for President, Vice-President, 
Treasurer, and Secretary.  Please let Jim or 
Linda know as soon as possible if you are 
willing to help in this, or any other capacity 
for 2021.   

Legislative and PAC Report 
Each week, NARFE NewsLine rounds up 
the latest in NARFE advocacy. For the 
complete stories, visit 
www.narfe.org/newsline_advocacy. 
 
As federal employees confront the 
coronavirus pandemic on several fronts, 
NARFE asks its members to urge their 
legislators to support a modest federal 
employee pay raise in 2021. 
  
On November 10, Republicans on the 
Senate Appropriations Committee unveiled 
a draft of their fiscal year 2021 Financial 
Services and General Government (FY21 
FSGG) spending bill, which proposes a pay 
freeze for civilian federal employees. The 
proposal breaks with the president's initial 
proposed pay raise of 1 percent, outlined in 
the White House's alternative pay plan 
released in February. The president, 
however, is not bound by his proposal, and 
he could decide on a pay freeze instead if 
Congress fails to act. 
  
The Senate's bill comes alongside 11 other 
appropriations bills, intended to pass in an 
omnibus spending package before the 
current continuing resolution expires on 
December 11. The House passed 10 of 12 
of its spending bills over the summer, 
largely along party lines. However, the 
House FY21 FSGG bill remained silent on a 
2021 federal employee pay raise, thus 



 
 

deferring authority to the White House. 
Congress has until December 11 to pass 
either a spending package that fully funds 
the government for FY21 or another 
continuing resolution, potentially pushing 
the responsibility for permanent funding into 
the new Congress. It's imperative that 
NARFE members make their views known 
and show support for their fellow Feds. 

Become a NARFE-PAC Sustainer 
The elections might be over, but NARFE’s 
work continues. Looking for another way to 
get involved, or know of a member who 
wants to support NARFE-PAC? Sign up 
today to become a NARFE-PAC sustainer. 
Sustainers form the backbone of NARFE-
PAC and provide a steady stream of funds 
that enable the PAC to support our top 
allies. Let members know that NARFE-PAC 
sustainers play a crucial role in electing new 
candidates who stand with the federal 
community. Sign up and encourage your 
members to become sustainers by sharing 
the following link: 
www.narfe.org/donation/narfepac.cfm 
*** Steve Roy, Legislative and PAC Chair 
 

Calendar of Events 
As we enter the Holiday Season 2020, we 
wish you all the best throughout the months 
ahead.  We hope your celebrations are filled 
with peace and joy; and that you find 
comfort.  May 2021 bring us all a new level 
of hope, vision, health and civility! 

Future Chapter Regular Meetings will be 
announced as scheduled (12:30PM)-via 
virtual media.  

How to Contact Your 
Representatives: 
Even though NARFE’s Advocacy Month 
(August) is past it is still important to stay 
connected with our elected officials and 
express our views on the important NARFE 
issues. You can easily send a message to 
our elected officials through the NARFE 
Legislative Action Center. I encourage you 
to use the Legislative Action Center 

regularly to keep our issues in front of our 
members of Congress.  

Senator Patty Murray (D) 2930 Wetmore 
Avenue, Suite 903      Everett, WA 98201 
Phone: 425-259-6515 
FAX: 425-259-7152 
Washington, D.C.                                
Phone: 202-224-2621                            
FAX: 202-224-0238                               
Email: www.murray.senate.gov  

Senator Maria Cantwell (D) 2930 Wetmore 
Avenue, Suite 9B      Everett, WA 98201                                           
Phone: 425-303-0114 
FAX: 425-303-8351 
Washington, D.C.                                 
Phone: 202-224-3441                             
FAX: 202-228-0514 
Email: www.cantwell.senate.gov 

Representative Suzan DelBene (D) - 
District 1 22121 17th Ave SE, Building E, 
Suite 220 Bothell, WA 98021 
Phone: 425-485-0085 
FAX: 425-485-0083                      
Washington, D.C.                                 
Phone: 202-225-6311                             
FAX: 202-226-1606                                 
Email: www.house.gov/delbene   

Representative Rick Larsen (D) -   
District 2 2930 Wetmore Avenue, Suite 9F 
Everett, WA 98201                                 
Phone: 800-562-1385 (Toll Free)       
Phone: 425-252-3188                             
FAX: 425-252-6606 
Washington, D.C.                                
Phone: 202-225-2605 
Email: www.house.gov/larsen 

Websites:                                   
National: www.narfe.org 
State (WSFC):www.narfewa.org 

Chapter 193: NARFE193.comChapter 
Mailing Address: 

NARFE CHAPTER 0193                             
% Linda Cline, Treasurer                        
1322 Paradise Rd                           
Ferndale, WA  98248-9485 

 


