
 
 
 
Senior Citizens’ Lobby 
Membership Meeting Virtually via Zoom 
Tuesday, January 10, 2022 
 
President Walt Bowen, Executive Board Members, and various representatives of Membership 
Organizations were all present at this meeting. 
 
CALL TO ORDER – Meeting called to order by President Walt Bowen at 10:04 am. 
 
Welcome and introduction by President Bowen, noting that this is the third year of Senior Lobby 
meeting via Zoom.  Today is the first day of the short session of the Washington State legislative session. 
 
MINUTES – The minutes of the December 20, 2021 meeting were approved. 
 
ALTSA/DSHS – Bill Moss – Legislative priorities include funding for rapid response teams, which is set to 
expire at the end of February.  Hospital capacities are high because of the Omicron surge.  Concerns 
about incentive discharge issues.  Facilities with Covid now over 500.  Reduced number of people in 
hospitals, long term care facilities not having staffing. They can’t provide the care. 
 
Kristi Knudsen, DSHS, Aging and Long-Term Support Administration.  Long-Term Care Facility Advisory 
Committee first convened in August 2020 to address pandemic related issues affecting Long-term care 
residents, providers, and staff.  The committee’s purpose regarding COVID-19 is to (1) communicate 
across agencies and advisory groups, (2) share information coordinating channels of information, and (3) 
advise agencies and local jurisdictions and the Governor’s Office on policy decisions and practices.  
Issues addressed include visitation /resident rights, quarantine, social distancing, and practices in 
facilities.  Other topics include vaccination mandate for health care workers/side effects/time away from 
work and staffing, PPE supply and distribution, testing cadence and testing supplies, worker shortages 
and hospital capacity issues, communication flow, rapid response teams and creation of specialties. 
 
Bea Rector, Director, Home and Community Services Division, HB 1777, SB 5529, concerning self-
directed care.  This will correct an error and oversight of a change that should have been made with the 
updated RCW 74.39A.240 in 2018. 
 
Kathy Bey, RN, Clinical and Quality Assurance, DOH, provided information about COVID-19 in 
Washington State as of 1-06-2022, including reinfection cases by variant.  December reinfection 
numbers show Delta 24 cases, Oberon 30 cases, and Other Lineage 2 cases.  As of January 3, 77.6% of 
the population 5 and up has received at least one dose and 70.6% is fully vaccinated.  VAERS is the 
nation’s early warning system for vaccine safety.  V-safe is an after vaccine checker. 
 



President Bowen announced that the Senior Lobby business meeting is scheduled for April.  This will 
include election of officer, budget discussion, and by-laws update. 
 
Federal issues – Jessica Bonebright – January 6 Anniversary, recent public opinion survey indicates that 
public opinion has shifted, and people now expect political violence in the future; regarding Build Back 
Better, Pelosi is still hopeful that a deal can be made with the few who are holding up this important bill.  
Voting rights will be voted on in the Senate by next Monday.  Drug price increases still are problem for 
many.  House Oversight and Reform Committee found that price hikes went to executive bonuses and 
meeting revenue targets, not increased research and development.  New protections from Surprise 
Medical bills go into effect.  DCE, Direct Contracting Entities, would automatically switch traditional 
Medicare to Medicare Advantage plans.  This is not good. 
 
Cynthia Stewart, League of Women Voters.  As of January 9, 574 new bills pre-filed.  Legislators asked to 
limit to 7 new bills each.  HB 1646, Continuing the work of the dementia action collaborative.  HB 1485, 
Recognizing Women’s Suffrage Day as a legal holiday. 
 
Adult Family Home Council -John Flicker – Legislative priorities – Funding for tentative contract 
agreement (increase daily rates and training network contributions, ensure negotiations of federal 
matching funds); Continuation of COVID-19 emerging funding (make current rate enhancement 
permanent); and Develop a path for employer-based health care coverage in AFHs (revise and direct 
actions that will allow for development of an employer based health care option). 
 
Joelle Brinner – Independent Individual – asking support for HB 5629 which would amend RCW 
68.50.160, addressing the issue of control of remains.  She is asking for an exemption to the current law 
that would “make the person in control of remains ineligible if they are found guilty of a felony or 
misdemeanor.”  
 
Marilyn Watkins, Economic Opportunity Institute. Discussion about the Washington Family and Medical 
Leave Act. SB 5649.  This would allow a person to apply in advance, up to 45 days; six weeks without 
required medical certificate; and extends family caregiver up to 14 days after death. 
 
Sam Hatzenbeler, Health Equity for Immigrants.  This would be a Medicaid look alike program. 
 
Jessica Gomez Barrister, WRF.  Washington Cares Act.  HB 1732, 18 month delay on implementation, 
person near retirement gets a partial benefit.  HB 1733, voluntary opt out for military spouse, temporary 
workers, and VISA holders. 
 
Leslie Emerick, Budget proviso. 
 
Cheri Perazzoli, Hearing Loss Community, HB 1854, please contact Representative Eileen Cody, Chair 
House Health. Are and Wellness Committee to advocate for a public hearing.  HR-1118, Medicare 
Hearing AidCoverage Act 2021.  Advocate for senators to support this bill.  Food and Drug 
Administration FDA, Over the Counter Hearing aids, public comment deadline January 18: 2022. 
 
Ann Vining, Fixing the Medicare Cliff, affordable health care for seniors and people with disabilities.  
Remove the asset test for Medicare Savings Program as proposed in the Governor’s budget, and direct 
the Health Care Authority to study additional affordability options to the state. 
 



Jamie Wheeler, Fuse.  Legislative priorities are:  Continuing to balance out tax code; fighting climate 
change and protecting our environment; increasing affordable housing and reducing homelessness; and 
continue to improve voting justice and expanding access to the ballot box. 
 
Ron Vivion, DAC.  Will report on Rack Cards at our February meeting. 
 
Next meeting is February 14, 2022. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:03 pm. 


